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            Press Note-04(08/80) CM Rawat condole death of ‘Bharat Rattan’ Former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee

- seven day state mourning announced, National flag to fly at half mast
- government offices, education institutions to remain close on Aug 17 as a mark of respect
 Uttarakhand Chief Minister Mr. Trivendra Singh Rawat has expressed deep sorrow at the demise of ‘Bharat Rattan’ Former Prime Minister Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee. He said that the people of the country are mourning the loss of their beloved leader. He said that with the demise of Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, an era has come to an end. He was not only a leader of the country but one of the greatest leader’s of the world.   

 Chief Minister Mr. Trivendra Singh Rawat announced a seven day state mourning in Uttarakhand as a mark of respect to Former Prime Minister Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee.  During the mourning period, wherever national flags are hoisted regularly, will fly at half mast. During the period of state mourning, no government cultural programmes will be held and all the government offices, educational institutions and semi-government offices will remain close on August 17.   

In his condolence message, Chief Minister said that Atal ji had special attraction for Uttarakhand. He used to visit Mussoorie, Dehradun and Nainital frequently. He was the person who gave his consent for the formation of separate state of Uttarakhand.

 “Atal ji not only formed the separate state of Uttarakhand but also gave it a special category status and sanctioned a special industrial package.  For the safety of Uttarkashi and to facilitate pilgrims and tourists to Gangotri, he gave a special economic package for the treatment of Varaunavarat landslides. The people of Uttarakhand will always remain indebted for his special love for the state, “ he said. He paid tributes to Atal ji on behalf of the people of the state.

 Chief Minister said that born in a simple family, Atal ji not only reached the position of Prime Minister of the country but also took the politics and economy of the country to greater heights. “Being a poet, journalist, great orator, politician, Atal ji was a multi faceted personality. His oratory used to hypnotize and encourage every citizen of the country and his rationality convinced everybody, “ he said.   

 The Chief Minister said that his entire life was symbol of national pride which he devoted for the service of poor and deprived.  “He was the first Foreign Minister of the country who addressed United Nations in Hindi language. Respected Atal ji by successfully conducting the Pokhran nuclear tests in 1998 made the world aware of India’s strength. When Pakistan through deceit occupied Kargil heights, the Indian army under the strong leadership of Atal ji wiped out the Pakistani intruders completely,” Chief Minister said.

Chief Minister Mr. Trivendra Singh Rawat said that the leadership of Atal ji gave a new direction to the economy of the country. During his tenure, many important economic and infrastructural reforms took place. Through ‘Golden Quadrilateral’ project, the network of highways was established while rural roads were developed through ‘Pradhan Mantri Sadak Yojna’.  Both these projects played an important role in economic progress of the country. “ Atal ji was a doyen of Indian politics. He has left us but his ideals and thinking will always give us inspiration,” said Mr. Trivendra Singh Rawat.
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            Press Note-03(08/79) 
Education officers should take strict measures to improve quality of education in school: Minister Pandey

Under the chairmanship of Education Minister Mr. Arvind Pandey, a review meeting of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan and Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan was held at Secretariat meeting hall on Thursday. Education Minister issued instructions to prepare a report regarding the directions issued by the honorable High Court that price of the others books being introduced by certain private schools affiliated with should not be more than NCERT books and apprise the honorable High Court and government. For this, the Education Minister issued directions to appoint one Nodal officer each in Dehradun, Haridwar, Nainital and Udham Singh Nagar. 

Additional State Project Director Dr. Mukul Sati in Dehradun, Joint Director Education Raghunath Lal Arya in Nainital, Joint Director Bhupendra Negi in Haridwar and Deputy Director Anand Bhardwaj in Udham Singh Nagar have been appointed Nodal Officers.

Education Minister said that education is an important subject and hence there should not be a strike in the education department. Departmental officials should constantly keep monitoring this. He issued instructions regarding the orders issued in the past pertaining to the merger of schools having student strength less than 10 with the nearby schools, re-investigation should be conducted in certain suspected cases. He said that after this decision, the reality of the increase in the number of students in certain schools should be re-investigated. He instructed the education officers to take strict measures to improve the quality of education in the school. He told the officers that keeping in view the interest of education they should not hesitate from taking tough decisions.

Education Minister instructed Additional Secretary, School Education Ravneet Cheema to continuously inspect the schools of the state. He instructed to adopt e-tendering process for the construction of school buildings so that the quality of the buildings is good. Also, he ordered to include the provision in the MOU that contractor, who has constructed the building, will take care of its maintenance for 15 years.

Education Minister issued instructions to ensure good quality in the work of computer and networking under the ICT scheme in schools approved by the Government of India besides qualitative work in innovative activities, Yoga, band competition, career counselling, graphic arts, mathematics, English spelling wizard, tour of other states, art etc. Education Minister has issued instructions to take special care of quality in the reconstruction of the approved 140 primary schools and repair of 204 schools. On this occasion, through a presentation, Additional State Project Director Samagra Shiksha Dr. Mukul Sati informed that union government has sanctioned Education Department a budget of Rs 1055.05 crores for the financial year 2018-19, which has last year spill over of Rs 224.20 crores and Rs 8308.05 crores for new projects. In the budget, Rs. 582.67 crore for primary education, Rs. 166.87 crore for secondary education and Rs. 81.31 crore for teacher education has been approved. In the year 2018-19, smart classes are to be set up in 474 schools. Under the ICT project, facility of computers and networking has to be provided in 642 new schools, 500 secondary schools of past years and 62 Upper Primary Schools.

Secretary Education Dr. Bhupendra Kaur Aulakh, Director General Education Alok Shekhar Tiwari, Additional Secretary Education Ravneet Cheema, Director Secondary/Primary Education Rakesh Kumar Kunwar, Director Academic Seema Jaunsari, Additional State Project Director Samagra Shiksha Dr. Mukul Kumar Sati, Additional Director Ram Krishna Uniyal etc. were present in the meeting.
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            Press Note-02(08/78) 
Increasing employment opportunities for locals & promoting tourism is top priority of state government: CM Trivendra

Tourism businessmen from Ramnagar, under the leadership of MLA Mr. Diwan Singh Bisht, met the Chief Minister Mr. Trivendra Singh Rawat and handed him a memorandum at CM residence on Thursday. The delegation informed the Chief Minister that on the order of the honorable High Court, the number of jeeps engaged in tourism at Corbett and Rajaji National Park has been reduced. Chief Minister said that increasing the employment opportunities for the locals and promoting tourism is on the top priority of the state government. He said for the resolution of the said problem, a request would be made to the honorable High Court. He instructed the government advocate to study the matter and present the case with utmost seriousness in the honorable court. On this occasion, Chairman (Gypsy Union) Madan Joshi, Ajay Chimwal, Atul Bisht, Rajesh Negi, Ashish Thakur, Prashant Kumar, Ashok Bhatt, Arun Kumar, Hem Bahuguna etc were present.
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            Press Note-01(08/77) 
CS Utpal unfurls national flag at Secretariat

On the occasion of Independence Day, Chief Secretary Mr. Utpal Kumar Singh hoisted the national flag at Secretariat. Addressing the officers and employees present in the Secretariat, Chief Secretary appealed them to contribute in the development of the state. By following our responsibilities with loyalty, we can play an important role in the development of the state and country. Recalling the sacrifices made by the freedom fighters, who participated in the freedom struggle, Chief Secretary said that the freedom achieved in difficult situation became an example for all the countries. Countries of Asia, Africa and South America considered our independence struggle as an example. He said that the first chapter of the Independence movement ended in 1947. After this, the campaign for the struggle against hunger, illiteracy, diseases and superstitions started. We have succeeded in this campaign to a great extent. Prior to this, the girl students of the Government Girls Inter College presented patriotic songs. All arrangements were made by the Secretariat arrangements department. Chief Secretary presented prizes to the girls, who presented songs. All the principal secretaries, secretaries, additional secretaries, other officers, employees were present on the occasion.  
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